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U-PICK CHERRIES

6620 Lake Road (Rt 18),
 Appleton, NY 14008

716-778-7858

U-PICK CHERRIES
LOCALLY OWNED

TREE RIPENED
OPEN FOR THE SEASON

HOURS: 8AM-8PM

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-399-5227

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

Squonk brings ‘Hand to Hand’ 
spectacle to Artpark

Squonk image by John Altdorfer/courtesy of Liza Lorenz

To celebrate its 30th anniversa-
ry, Squonk continues a multicity 
U.S. tour of its free outdoor spec-
tacle “Hand to Hand,” as well as 
performances in its hometown of 
Pittsburgh. 

A press release explained, “Led 
by co-artistic directors Jackie 
Dempsey and Steve O’Hearn, 
Squonk is a group of musicians 
and artists producing boister-
ous outdoor spectacles that fuse 
fantastical visual design, playful 
staging, and high-energy original 
music.”

Moreover, “ ‘Hand to Hand’ 
is a joyous, participatory event 
that brings audiences together 
for a humorous, uplifting vi-
sual extravaganza. Propelled by 
Squonk’s rollicking music, the 
show features two giant purple 
puppet hands designed so the au-
dience can grab the rigging and 
be part of the show. 

“Amid the ongoing challenges 
of gathering during the pandem-
ic, Squonk offers a safe way for 
audiences to experience the al-
lure and thrill of community, unit-
ing people in a public setting.” 

Executive Director of Purdue 
Convocations Todd Wetzel said, 
“ ‘Hand to Hand’ combines sur-
realism, pop art, serious musical 
chops, theatrical invention and 
accessibility all at once. There’s 
something for everyone here, 
but it doesn’t drive down the 
middle of the road to accomplish 
that, and that’s fl at out brilliant.” 

“Hand to Hand” features two 
giant purple puppet hands, each 
the size of a house and rigged 
like a sailing ship. Squonk invites 
audience members to power the 

giant fi ngers, creating a larger 
movement and web of connec-
tions through their individual 
dance. During this wild revelry, 
the thumbs detach to become 
truly opposable. Two guitarists 
operate the thumbs while engag-
ing in a musical face-off. 

The press release added, 
“Throughout this raucous jour-
ney, Squonk’s musicians create 
melodious madness, a combina-
tion of shimmering keyboard, 
powerful guitars, wild wind synth 
and propulsive rhythms. The 
music travels through peaks and 
valleys, going from comic and 
ridiculous to triumphant and ma-
jestic.”

Designed by Squonk, the hands 
are 22 feet tall and weigh about 
400 pounds each. Each hand can 
tilt, rotate and roll around, and 
each fi nger is controlled individu-
ally with rope.

Co-Artistic Director of Squonk 
Dempsey said, “It’s fantastic to 
watch grannies dancing with 
their grandkids, alongside hip-
sters – people of all ages and 
backgrounds. There’s an intense 
energy and joy – seeing everyone 
all together, having a great time. 
It can be very transformative for 
both the audience and perform-
ers.” 

Co-Artistic Director of Squonk 
O’Hearn said, “We do big fl am-
boyant things, musically and vi-
sually, and this show is no excep-
tion. Being outdoors, audiences 
are less inhibited; they can see 
and respond to each other’s reac-
tions. Inviting them to be part of 
the show makes the event even 
more about community in a time 
when our opportunities to come 
together safely are so meager.” 

Created in 2019, “Hand to 
Hand” was co-commissioned by 
the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts (Washing-
ton, D.C.), Artscape (Baltimore), 
Pittsburgh Downtown Partner-
ship (Pittsburgh), Moraine Val-
ley Fine & Performing Arts 
Center (Chicago), FirstWorks 
(Providence, Rhode Island) and 
Discovery Green (Houston). 

About Squonk
Since their fi rst big show in 

a Pittsburgh junkyard, Squonk 
has taken its productions to Off-
Broadway, Broadway, “America’s 
Got Talent,” Europe, Asia and 
all over the U.S. The group has 
released 10 albums of its pro-
gressive rock music, “a blend of 
styles featuring driving rhythms 
and hypnotic riffs.” Squonk’s pro-
ductions have been seen by over 
1 million people live, and by more 
than 14 million on network TV. 

Squonk has received 10 grants 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, as well as support 
from Doris Duke, Rockefeller, 
Jim Henson Foundations and 
Heinz Endowments. 

Visit www.squonk.org for more 
information.

Squonk visits Artpark
2 & 4 p.m. Saturday, July 16

For more information, 
visit www.artpark.net

MAKE PLANS

Old Falls Street concert series runs Fridays
The Friday Night Summer 

Concert Series on Old Falls 
Street is back, and will run 
through the end of August. The 
concerts will take place from 
7-10 p.m. at Cataract Commons 
located on the middle block of 
Old Falls Street. Each week will 

also feature a food truck. 
The concert series schedule in-

cludes the following:
√ July 15, Kurt and the Loders
√ July 22, Universal Phunk
√ July 29, Hot Daddy Rocks
√ Aug. 5, Strictly Hip
√ Aug. 12, Queen City 

√ Aug. 19, Hair Nation
√ Aug. 26, Spin Wires
For more information on the 

Friday Night Concert Series and 
a complete list of other events, 
visit fallsstreetusa.com, or follow 
Old Falls Street USA on Face-
book.
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